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Cherilyn Lenoard, Laronda Spence, and Imja Xhaferi were killed between November 1996 and 

January 1998.  Their husbands or boyfriends, all Fort Campbell soldiers, were charged with the 

murders.  This report is dedicated to these women. 

 

 In November 1996, Cherilyn Leonard was kidnapped by her ex-husband, Tracy Frank 

Leonard, taken to the Econo Lodge in Clarksville, Tennessee, raped, and then shot four 

times at close range in the motel parking lot.  The marital dissolution agreement entered 

into by the couple provided that Leonard “would not interfere with [Cherilyn] and her 

new life; he would leave her alone.”  Leonard, who was trained as a Special Forces 

soldier, was convicted of first degree murder, especially aggravated kidnapping, rape, and 

theft of over $1,000.  He received, in effect, a life sentence, plus 33 years.  One of his 

especially aggravated kidnapping convictions was overturned on appeal, but the other 

convictions and the sentence remained intact. 

 

 In December 1997, Laronda Spence was shot to death by her ex-fiancé, Sergeant Bill 

Coffin, in front of their baby daughter in her trailer home near Fort Campbell.  At the 

time of the killing, an emergency protective order required Coffin to stay away from 

Spence.  Coffin pled guilty in Federal Court to interstate domestic violence, interstate 

violation of a protection order, and death caused by use or possession of a firearm in 

furtherance of a violent crime.  He was sentenced to more than 32 years in prison. 

 

 Imja Xhaferi was found in her house in Montgomery County, Tennessee, on January 26, 

1998, with two fatal stab wounds below each breast.  Despite resuscitation efforts at the 

scene, she bled to death.  Her husband, Drini Xhaferi, served approximately 14 years in 

the U.S. Army.  He was a sergeant and stationed with the 5th Special Forces Group at 

Fort Campbell.  At the time of the killing, Xhaferi had filed for divorce.  Sgt. Xhaferi had 

been charged with assault on two prior occasions.  In 1999, Sgt. Xhaferi was found guilty 

of second degree murder and sentenced to 21 years in prison. 

 


